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Abstract 
The main objective of this research is to assess the socioeconomic effects of Covid-19 in Northwestern 
Nigeria. This research employed both primary and secondary sources of data. It used both interview 
and questionnaire as instrument for data collection. Percentage and frequency counting were used in 
analysis while table and charts were used in data presentation. On the other hand, some findings of 
this study indicated that in both Kano and Kaduna states the income of the respondents decreased by 
68.3% and 75% respectively. It was also found out that income of some business persons increase 
during the pandemic; such as phone sellers, butchers, students (some got work to do) in Kano state. 
Whereas in Kaduna state only those sale hand-sanitizers and face-mask got increase in their earning. 
Furthermore, social problems suffered by the respondents during the pandemic were: ‘annoyance, 
unrest and deprivation’ has the highest responses of 28% and 23.6% among the sample population in 
Kano and Kaduna states respectively, followed by social vices such as stealing, burglary, banditry, 
among others 23.6% and 21.8% in Kano and Kaduna states respectively. However, the results 
indicated that 29.7% of the respondents in Kano state stated that they got good relation with their 
partner (as a couple) with more than quarter (25.7%) in Kaduna state as social benefit of Covid-19; 
followed by mutual understanding with their neighbour as 20% and 26.4% respectively in Kano and 
Kaduna states. The study recommended that survival fund or any form of allowance should go 
directly to business persons without interference of politicians. Similarly, a forum should be created 
by each community through help of government via providing free internet. This would help people to 
communicate which relief some disturbances that might arise during lockdown. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Corona virus is a mighty disease in this century which started in December, 2019 in Province 
of Hoebi and Wuhan, China. Its transmission was too speedy to other continents via 
movement of people. Globally, more than 18.6 million cases were tested positive to COVID-
19 with 702,642 deaths (only known to the authority). In Africa alone, 848 053 cases were 
confirmed and 15 252 deaths were reported in WHO corona disease situation report (WHO, 
2020). European Union is Africa‟s major trading partners followed by China and the United 
States. Fifty-nine percent (59%) of North Africa‟s exports are to Europe while 20.7% was for 
Southern Africa. China as modern and economic neo-colonist to African countries has for a 
decade raised the level of its trade with Africa: 18.5% of Africa‟s exports are to China. Forty-
four percent (44.3%) of Central Africa‟s exports are to China as against6.3% for North Africa 
(AUC/OECD, 2019). In February 2020, China stop its exportation which affected their 
partner in business (African countries was hit worst). 
 
However, internationally, COVID-19 affected both economic and social activities of the 
people. For example, it caused loss of local and international business as a result of shut 
down of most manufacturing industries in the world. There was scarce money in circulation 
which made revenue fall vehemently due closure of borders, halt domestic flight, sport 
activities, event centers, theatres, restaurant, plaza, cinema. This caused unrest, pressure and 
psychological illness to people especially elderly ones. Some relief themselves by going to 
religious houses such as mosques, churches, tombs, shrines and so on, but now they were 
closed. This increased the shock deprivation of right and unrest among people (Haleem, 
Javaid and Vaishya, 2020). 
 
Nigeria is a mono-economy; depend mostly on crude oil revenue as it takes more than 90% 
of its export. The country lost more than US $19 billion as a result of falling price of crude oil 
to as low US$28 per barrel which affected all development activities in the country. 
Moreover, Nigeria need significant resources to fight the Covid-19 pandemic (as most of the 
health facilities in the country are either absence or inadequate (OECD Development Centre, 
2020). 
 
Nigeria is among the countries in Africa that suffer from Covid-19 pandemic. The major 
states in Nigeria are: Lagos, Kano, Rivers and FCT Abuja. Most of the countries in Africa 
close their borders due to this pandemic. March 30th to 14th April, 2020 the Federal 
government of Nigeria imposed a two-week lockdown in Ogun, Lagos and Abuja. Later on, 
almost all the states imposed the lockdown in their states, but with different magnitude. 
This lockdown restricted people to move, except for important issues. Markets were opened 
weekly, twice or thrice in a week depending on the state government policy. This increased 
the hardship to the people. This is because, markets, schools, religious centers, conferences, 
domestic and international airports were shut. 
 
Not only Nigeria imposed lockdown at earlier stage of pandemic. Zambia also put partial 
lockdown on March, 2020 which halts the movement of people from one geographical area 
to another. There is no emigration or immigration in most countries in the world. The main 
international airport and border junctions were closed unless for essential goods and 
services in Zambia during that time. Social interaction such as religious, gatherings, 
weddings, conferences, funerals, festivals were banned (GRZ, 2020). In Nigeria, socially and 
economically, this mighty disease caused destitution among both rich and poor families 
especially in Lagos, Kano, Abuja and Rivers. 
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Economically, COVID-19 reduced the number of employers to between 50-70% in most of 
non-governmental institutions and 20-30% in governmental organizations (only a person 
who is grade 13 and above was allowed to walk out for work, others to work at home). This 
boosted the economic sector not only in Nigeria, but in the whole world (NCDC, 2020). In 
the 1st April, 2020 federal government of Nigeria publicized that it would give out N20, 000 
(US$52) to those registered with National Social Register (NSR). The target people were 3.6 
million which is equivalent to 72,000,000,000 (US$187200000). This money relieved the 
tension and pressure on poor people and increased the money in circulation (Nigeria, 2020). 
Most of the research on COVID-19 restricted themselves to one sector such as the healthcare 
sector (Ather et al., 2020); the economy (Fernandes, 2020; Ozili and Arun, 2020; Fornaro and 
Wolf, 2020; Zhang et al. 2020); the tourism industry (Gössling, Scott and Hall, 2020; Oruonye 
and Ahmed, 2020); the mining sector (Laing, 2020). To fill in the gap, this research assessed 
the socio-economic effects of COVID-19 among Kano and Kaduna states people based on 
some occupations. 
 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 
Data Collection 
Both primary and secondary data were used in this research. Primary data consists of socio-
economic effects of COVID-19 to people living in Kano and Kaduna states. On the other 
hand, the secondary data includes number of occupant from Ministry of Commerce in both 
States. The data was collected from March 2020 to September, 2020. 
 
Primary source of data was sourced from people living in both Kano and Kaduna states who 
included both civil servants, self-employed, working under private organization such as 
industries, banks, agricultural sector, transportation sector, etc. as well as traders. The 
quantitative sources of data were questionnaires. For the qualitative source of data, in-depth 
interview was used.  
 
Quantitative data include the amount of money gained or lost during the pandemic; lives 
lost from the pandemic. The amounts of cost lost or gained were derived from the field 
survey while loss of lives was source from Ministry of Health in both states. On the hand, 
the qualitative data comprises tension, pressure, and so on. 
 
Population, Sample and Sampling Techniques  
Based on the National Population Commission projection (2020), Kano and Kaduna states 
have population of 9,383,682 and 6,11,503 in 2006 respectively (NPC, 2006).  Krejcie and 
Morgan (1970) sampling size was adopted which says that 384 would be enough for 
10,000,000 population. Therefore, 440 were selected from each state; i.e. 40 people were 
selected from each occupation. Multi-stage sampling technique was used. Firstly, purposive 
sampling technique was employed where both civil servants and non-civil servants were 
sampled. Therefore, this research considered both civil servant and non-civil servants such 
as business persons, handcraft, butchers, employees, students and housewives. Secondly, 
stratified sampling technique was used in selecting respondents.  The reason for adopting 
stratified sampling techniques was that there is different caliber of people with different 
socioeconomic background. All these categories of people were classified into 11 stratums. 
However, disproportionate sample was used in taking sample for distribution of 
questionnaire among the respondents.  
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Instruments for Data collection 

In-depth interview was used in collecting data from the head or chairperson of the 
occupations such textile, handset, medicine store, butchers, cosmetics, just mentioned a few. 
Questionnaires: questionnaires were used in this research for data collection comprises of 
two sections: bio-data of the respondents and subject matter. This subject matter questions 
include amount of money you gain or lost during pandemic of COVID-19, what is the 
unforgettable time during lockdown? Relationship between your neighbour and your 
partners? 
 
Methods for Data Analysis and Presentation 
Data collected from both questionnaires and interview schedule were coded and input into 
SPSS 22 version for analysis. This research work employed simple statistical bunch such as 
tabulation, percentage and charts in presentation of the data collected mostly from 
questionnaire.  
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
Bio-data 
Based on table 1, the results indicate that there are more females among the respondent in 
Kaduna state as compared to Kano state. Kaduna and Kano stated have difference in terms 
of socioeconomic activities. However, the age of the respondents is almost the same except 
the range of 58-67 years old which Kano has 3.6% of the respondent as against Kaduna 
which has 1.6%. On the other hand, there is coincidence in terms of marital status of the 
respondents in Kano and Kaduna states between single and married which is almost the 
same. Similarly, the highest score of the respondents have secondary school certificate in 
both states, with lowest have post graduate certificate. Additionally, this result justifies 
Kano states slogan „Centre of Commerce‟. This is because; only one respondent receives the 
range of income N120001-N200000 in Kaduna. While in Kano state there are 5 respondents 
receive monthly income as N120001-N200000. There was one respondent who earns more 
than N300, 000. 
 
Table 1: Bio-data of the respondents in Kano and Kaduna States 

Bio-data of the Respondents in Kano State   Bio-data of the Respondents in Kaduna State 

Gender   Gender 

Gender Frequency Percent   Gender Frequency Percent 

Male 416 94.5   Male 363 82.5 

Female 24 5.5   Female 77 17.5 

Total 440 100.0   
Total 440 100.0 

Age Group   Age Group 

Age Frequency Percent   Age Frequency Percent 
18-27 83 18.9   

18-27 87 19.8 

28-37 137 31.1   
28-37 143 32.5 

38-47 152 34.5   
38-47 174 39.5 

48-57 52 11.8   
48-57 29 6.6 

58-67 16 3.6   
58-67 7 1.6 

Total 440 100.0   
Total 440 100.0 
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Source: Field Questionnaire, 2020 

 
Table 2 shows that for the whole sample of occupants in Kano state, 27.4% (i.e. 20.3% and 
7.1%) believed that their income increased during Covid-19 as compared by Kaduna state 
result which is 12.9% have increased in their income. But, majority of the respondents in 
both Kano and Kaduna states 68.3% and 75% stated that their income decreased during the 
pandemic respectively. This corroborates the report of World Bank Poverty Team (2020) 
which stated that incomes in Kano State became decreased 
 
Table 2: Comparative Analysis of economic implication of Covid-19 between Kano and 
Kaduna States 

State Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Undecided Agree Strongly 
Agree 

Total 

Kano Count 101 199 19 89 31 439 
% within 23.0% 45.3% 4.3% 20.3% 7.1% 100.0% 

Marital status 

  

Marital status 

 
Marital 
status Frequency Percent   Marital status Frequency Percent 
Married 323 73.4   

Married 324 73.6 

Single 117 26.6   
Single 116 26.4 

Total 440 100.0   
Total 440 100.0 

Education level   Education level 

Education 
level Frequency Percent   Education level Frequency Percent 
Islamiyya 42 9.5   

Islamiyya 33 7.5 

Primary 
School 

121 27.5 
  

Primary School 
116 26.4 

Secondary 
School 

165 37.5 
  

Secondary School 
160 36.4 

Diploma/N
CE 

77 17.5 
  

Diploma/NCE 
98 22.3 

Degree 33 7.5   Degree 28 6.4 

Post 
graduate 

2 .5 
  

Post graduate 
5 1.1 

Total 440 100.0   
Total 440 100.0 

Monthly income group   Monthly Income Group 

Monthly 
income Frequency Percent   Monthly income Frequency Percent 
N1-N30000 328 74.5   N1-N30000 374 85.0 

N30001-
N60000 

73 16.6 
  

N30001-N60000 
55 12.5 

N60001-
N90000 

18 4.1 
  

N60001-N90000 
8 1.8 

N90001-
N120000 

8 1.8 
  

N90001-N120000 
2 .5 

N120001-
N200000 

5 1.1 
  

N120001-N200000 
1 .2 

N200000-
N300000 

7 1.6 
  

Total 
440 100.0 

Above 
N300000 

1 .2 
        

Total 440 100.0         
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State 
% of Total 11.5% 22.6% 2.2% 10.1% 3.5% 49.9% 

Kaduna Count 113 217 53 52 5 440 

% within 
State 

25.7% 49.3% 12.0% 11.8% 1.1% 100.0% 

% of Total 12.8% 24.7% 6.0% 5.9% .6% 50.0% 
Total Count 214 416 73 141 36 880 

% within 
State 

24.3% 47.3% 8.3% 16.0% 4.1% 100.0% 

Source: Questionnaire Survey, 2020 

 
Analysis of Socioeconomic Effects of Covid-19 in Kano State 
Fig.1 shows that those who sale cosmetics, employees in private sectors, housewives, 
butchers and farmers fall into problem of no business due to COVID-19. But still more than 
quarter of the respondents (27.7%) have increased in their earning among phone sellers, 
butchers, civil servant (especially health related), hand-sanitizers, face-mask sellers, farmers 
as well as students (some got work to do during the pandemic especially science students) in 
Kano state. This verified the result of Malambo, Singogo, Kabisa and Ngoma (2020) which 
indicates that those in private sector were affected negatively due to stay-at-home partial 
lockdowns in Zambia. On the other hand, those who sell antiseptic materials (hand 
sanitizers, face mask and soap), phone sellers and textile sellers experienced an increase 
their income increased. 

 
Source: Questionnaire Survey, 2020 
Fig.1: Economic implication of COVID-19 in Kano State 

 
Based on the interview results, it is indicated that, this textile materials are exporting to 
Nigeria, but now there is restriction of movement which made them scarce. The demand 
remained constant or increased, while the supply was stopped. All these materials in store 
were brought out for sale at high price and people bought them; since they did not have 
option. As stated by some respondents that: 

“most of our old materials in store which were waste to us before COVID-
19, now we brought them out to market for sale and all of them were sold” 

 
Table 3: Social problems suffered during COVID-19 in Kano State 

Occupation 
Domestic 
violence 

social 
vices 

Annoying, 
unrest and 
deprivation 

Jealous 
and 
envy 

banning religious 
and cultural 
activities 

Most 
of the 
above 

None of 
the 
above 

Total 

0
5

10
15
20
25
30
35
40

Increase Decrease Constant
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Phone seller 0 13 16 8 0 2 1 40 

Butcher 6 10 7 4 8 5 0 40 
Cosmetics 10 22 2 0 0 6 0 40 
Handcraft 8 11 12 4 3 1 1 40 
Employee at 
private sector 

1 8 16 0 4 11 0 40 

Civil Servant 9 9 9 4 0 7 2 40 

Textile seller 1 0 16 7 9 4 3 40 

Hand 
sanitizers, 
face-mask 
and soap 
seller 

3 7 14 5 1 0 10 40 

Farmer 0 0 12 3 19 4 2 40 

Student 1 12 15 0 2 6 4 40 

Housewife 8 12 4 0 6 9 1 40 

 Total 47 104 123 35 52 55 24 440 

Source: Questionnaire survey, 2020 

 
From the table 3, it is indicated that majority of the respondents (28%) faced „annoying, 
unrest and deprivation‟ as a result of the mighty disease (COVID-19). This is because, there 
was no place to visit such as cinema, football field, event centers, and so on where a person 
would go to relief himself/herself. Social vices take second position (23.6%) of the problem 
occurred during COVID-19. This problem includes stealing, snatching, burglary, etc. as it is 
back up from the result of interview which said that  

“For the past forty years, we have never had the case of stealing, until 
during this pandemic)” 

The least of social challenges recorded in Kano State is that there were no social problems in 
study area (5.5%) followed by jealously and envy which recoded 8% of the respondents. 
 

 
Source: Questionnaire survey, 2020 
Fig. 2: Social benefits derived during COVID-19 in Kano State 

 
Fig.2 shows that 29.7% of the respondents answered that „mutual understanding between 
couple and followed by mutual understanding between me and my neighbor during my 
stay home which recorded 20% increased. The least response was those gained free food or 
charity from both governmental agencies and non-governmental agencies which 2.7%. This 
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tallies with the report of World Bank (2020) which spelt out that social assistance, in the form 
of free food varied geographically in Nigeria, with 43 percent of households in Rivers 
having received food assistance as compared with just 5 percent of households in Kano 
State. On the other hand, „No social benefit‟ and „visiting friends and relatives‟ during 
pandemic of COVID-19 was 7% each. However, attending funeral ceremony recorded 10%. 
As some of the respondents from interview stated that: 

“Before, I do not use to attend funeral or ritual ceremonies due to my 
business. Though, during this pandemic of COVID-19 mysterious deaths 
were recorded in Kano which forced me to attend such ceremonies; since I 
am home doing nothing”. 

Analysis of Socioeconomic Effects of Covid-19 in Kaduna State 

 
Source: Questionnaire survey, 2020 
Fig. 3: Economic implication of COVID-19 in Kaduna State 

 
Fig. 3 shows that 75.2% of the respondents believed that there was decrease in their income 
while 12.7% indicated their income increased while 12% have their earning remained 
constant. Those working with private sector affected most, followed by civil servant, 
housewives and farmers. This is similar with result of Malambo et al. (2020) which showed 
that it is difficult for people in the informal sector to comply with stay-at-home partial 
lockdowns in Zambia especially farmers and marketers who depend on daily sales to 
sustain their livelihoods. Only 56 of the respondents (12.7%) indicated increase in their 
income. This increase in income occurred to those who sell antiseptics (sell hand sanitizers, 
face-mask and soap) (f=31, 7%). One of the interviewees stated that:  

“In Kaduna State, there was no chance of business since our markets were 
closed. Anyone found catch outside he/she must pay some amount of 
money as fine. For that people focused most on food other than other 
materials. No any traditional and religious activities were granted to take 
place here in Kaduna State” 
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Source: Questionnaire survey, 2020 
Fig. 4: Social benefits derived during COVID-19 in Kaduna State 

 
Fig. 4 indicates that more than quarter of the respondents in Kaduna State (26.4%) agreed 
that COVID-19 made them to fix in some issues and grudges they had with their neighbors. 
Another more than quarter (25.7%) of the respondent believed that their problems with their 
partner were solved which before this pandemic they did not have time to settle these 
issues. Visiting friends and relatives during Covid-19 became too restricted due to restriction 
of movement which tied it with strong fine of N5000 ($12.5) enforced by Kaduna State 
government; followed by attending funeral ceremony and gaining free food (3.2% each). 
Going by Loss Aversion Theory which say that people mostly are more sensitive to losses 
than benefits and try their best to avoid losses. That is why people do not try to go into any 
business ta risk what they will lose money as fine if they are caught. Some respondents got 
free food or charity from relative and neighbors. 

 
Source: Questionnaire survey, 2020 
Fig. 5: Social problems occurred during COVID-19 in Kaduna State 
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Fig. 5 indicated that all categories of respondents believed that „annoyance, unrest and 
deprivation‟ has the highest responses (23.6%) among the sample population followed by 
social vices such as stealing, burglary, banditry, among others (21.8%) and banning religious 
and cultural activities (15.2%). The least response was those who believed that there were no 
any social problems faced during the pandemic (2.5%). However, almost all social problems 
are found among all sample participants except „jealously and envy among the community 
people‟ as stated by handcraft workers during COVID-19 in Kaduna. 
 
CONCLUSION 
This study assesses the socioeconomic effects of Covid-19 in Northwest Nigeria where 
Kaduna and Kano states were sampled. The result concluded that in both the states, income 
was decreased. In terms of economic benefits, those in Kano state benefited more than those 
in Kaduna. In both states, those sell antiseptics got increase in their income. This is as a 
result of high increase in their demand. Mostly people followed most of lockdown guideline 
in Kaduna due to fine enforced by the state government. 

i. Based on the result, the study recommended that all business persons should have 
some allowance as survival fund or any form of allowance which go direct to them 
without interference of politicians. 

ii. Salary of civil servant and those been employed in private organization should be 
given to them untouched by government or by their employers so as to have money 
for day-to-day activities. 

iii. A forum should be created by each community through help of government via 
providing free internet or airtime so as people could communicate which relief some 
disturbances that might arise during lockdown. 

 
 
REFERENCES 
Ather, A., Patel, B., Ruparel, N.B., Diogenes, A. and Hargreaves, K.M. (2020), “Coronavirus 

Disease 19 (COVID-19): implications for clinical dental care”, Journal of Endodontics, 
46(5): pp. 584-595. 

FG terminates cash transfer contracts in four states. Available at: 
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/387791-fgterminates-cash-
transfer-contracts-in-four-states.html 

Fernandes, N. (2020). “Economic effects of coronavirus outbreak (COVID-19) on the world 
economy”, Available at SSRN 3557504. 

Fornaro, L. and Wolf, M. (2020). Covid-19 Coronavirus and Macroeconomic Policy, Working 
Paper. available at: SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3560337. 

Gössling, S., Scott, D. and Hall, C.M. (2020), Pandemics, tourism and global change: a rapid 
assessment of COVID-19. Journal of Sustainable Tourism, pp. 1-20. 

Haleem, A., Javaid, M. and Vaishya, R. (2020). “Effects of COVID 19 pandemic in daily life”, 
Current Medicine Research and Practice, pp. 1-2. 

Malambo, M., Singogo, F. Kabisa, M. and Ngoma, H. (2020). Balancing health and economic 
livelihoods policy responses to the COVID-19 pandemic in Zambia. International Food 
Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) 

NCDC (2020). Guidelines for Employers and Businesses in Nigeria. Abuja: Author 
Federal Republic of Nigeria (2006). National Population Census. Author 
Nigeria: Protect Most Vulnerable in COVID-19 Response. Available at: 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/14/nigeria-protect-most-vulnerable-covid-
19-response 

OECD (March 2020). Interim Economic Assessment Coronavirus: The world economy at 
risk, Paris France. 

https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/387791-fgterminates-cash-transfer-contracts-in-four-states.html
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/387791-fgterminates-cash-transfer-contracts-in-four-states.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/14/nigeria-protect-most-vulnerable-covid-19-response
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/14/nigeria-protect-most-vulnerable-covid-19-response


Assessment of Socio-economic Effects of Covid-19 in Northwestern Nigeria (A Case study of Kano and 
Kaduna States) 

 

A.S. Abubakar et al, DUJOPAS 7 (2b): 42-52, 2021                                                                                           52 

 

Oruonye, E.D. and Ahmed, Y.M. (2020), “An appraisal of the potential impacts of Covid-19 
on tourism in Nigeria”, Journal of Economics and Technology Research, 1(1). 

Ozili, P.K. and Arun, T. (2020), “Spillover of COVID-19: impact on the global economy”, 
Available at SSRN 3562570. 

Ozili, P. (2020). COVID-19 in Africa: socio-economic impact, policy response and 
opportunities. International Journal of Sociology and Social Policy. DOI 10.1108/IJSSP-
05-2020-0171 

World Health Organization (2020). Coronavirus (COVID-19) Situation Report – 199. 
Published by World Health Organization on 6th 243 August 2020 and retrieved on 
10th of August 2020  

World Bank Poverty Team (2020). The Impact of COVID-19 in Kano, Lagos, Rivers, and FCT 
Abuja: Results from the Second Quarter 2020 Labor Force Survey. The second 
quarter (Q2) 2020 Labor Force Survey (LFS) - collected by the Nigerian National 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS) between the 17th June and 8th July 2020 

Zhang, D., Hu, M. and Ji, Q. (2020), “Financial markets under the global pandemic of 
COVID-19”, Finance Research Letters, in press. 

 
 
 


