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Abstract: The paper examines arms trafficking and its challenge to Africa‘s security and 

development in the 21
st
 century. The proliferation of firearms in Africa is a major cause of 

instability in the continent. There is high concentration of uncontrolled Small Arms and Light 

Weapons (SALW) in Africa. Arms are acquired through black markets and the illegal sale of 

official arms by corrupt officials. Insecurity and porous borders leads to the proliferation and 

trafficking of small arms in Africa. Fire Arms are trafficked across Africa and are used by 

rebels and criminal gangs for either fighting civil wars or resource conflict. Millions of 

Africans have been killed; displaced and immeasurable amount of properties were destroyed. 

The magnitude of the problems caused by uncontrolled (SALW) in Africa cannot be 

quantified. Arms proliferation has led to the emergence of militia groups, resource conflict 

and terrorist groups such as Boko Haram, Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, al-shaaba, 

Azawad, Ansaridine, and many more. The concentration of uncontrolled arms in Africa 

becomes a serious threat to security and socioeconomic development. Trafficking of arms 

become a lucrative business and use by armed bandits in the continent. This affected regional 

security and foreign investors were discouraged for investment. This paper adopted Failed 

State Theory (FST) as the theoretical framework. Other issues addressed by the paper 

include: insecurity in the context of arms trafficking in Africa, reasons for arms proliferation 

in Africa, implications of arms trafficking in Africa, conclusion and recommendations. The 

paper recommends among others; the African Union should provide an avenue for 

monitoring of uncontrolled arms particularly around the borders. This can help in tackling 

arms trafficking in the continent. 
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Introduction  

Porous borders leads to the proliferation of small arms and light weapons in Africa. Fire arms 

are trafficked across the Sub-Saharan Africa and use by rebel combatants and criminals for 

either fighting civil wars or resource conflict. The weapons are recycled between different 

countries in Africa. Some of these arms are manufactured locally, while others are imported 

into the continent. There is high concentration of uncontrolled small arms and light weapons 

in Africa. Arms are acquired through black markets, trafficking and locally produced. 

Prolonged conflict, wars, and inter-communal strife are order of the day in the continent. 

Arms proliferation has led to deaths, sexual violence, displacement and insecurity. 

Trafficking of arms in Africa has fuel terrorism, insurgency, political upheavals, resource 

conflict and ethno-religious conflict (Addo, 2015). 

 

Amnesty International (2012) expressed that different regions in Africa face security 
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challenges associated to arms trafficking. Sahel and West Africa suffer from terrorist 

activities ranging from Boko Haram and Azawad. In North Africa, Al-Qaeda in the Islamic 

Maghreb (AQIM) engages in arms trafficking and this become a serious threat to security in 

the region. Black market for illicit arms becomes pervasive in North African countries. In 

Horn of Africa; arms are use by al-shaabab and pastoral groups in the region. In Central 

Africa, prolonged ethno-religious conflict in Central Africa Republic between Anti-balaka 

and Sileka led to the proliferation of arms in the region. 

 

Institute for Security Studies (2012) opined that illicit arms and arms proliferation accelerate 

poverty and impoverishment across the continent. It has led to displacement of innocent 

people. About 500,000 people die every year, on average, and millions are displaced as a 

result of armed violence. Conflicts in Africa cost the continent over $300bn between 1990 

and 2005, an amount equivalent to the international aid received by sub-Saharan Africa in the 

same period. Arms trafficking in Nigeria, CAR, DRC, Libya, Mali, South Sudan, Sudan, 

Somalia, Angola, Chad, Mauritania and Algeria posed a serious security challenge in the 

continent.  

 

Andres (2012) expressed that porous borders leads to the proliferation and trafficking of arms 

in Africa. Fire Arms are trafficked across Africa for either fighting civil wars or resource 

conflict. The estimated amount of small arms in West Africa stand at eight million and 

recycled between different countries. Some of these arms are manufactured locally, while 

others are imported into the continent. Some countries in the West African sub-region, 

especially Ghana, Mali, Nigeria, and Sierra Leone, have a flourishing artisanal industry for 

local arms manufacturing.  

 

According to United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (2010), the proliferation of small 

arms in West African has become a serious concern to all countries and the international 

community. About 500,000 people are killed every year across the world; an estimated 

300,000 of them are as a result of small arms. About 50% of illicit weapons that proliferate in 

Africa are used in internal conflicts and armed robbery. Availability of small arms outside the 

formal security had contributed greatly in continuous cycle of violence and instability (United 

State Agency for International Development, 2011). 

 

The porous nature of Africa‟s borders plays a significant role in proliferation of arms. The 

uncontrolled movement of arms has exacerbated insecurity. Small arms and light weapons  

are extreme tools of violence in Africa for several reasons. Small arms are durable, highly 

portable, easily concealed and simple to use. Millions of Africans have been killed; displaced 

and immeasurable amount of property has been destroyed. The magnitude of the problems 

caused by uncontrolled SALW in Africa cannot be accurately quantified. In West and East 

Africa, these weapons are cheap, available and used by group of criminals and remain the 

primary weapons for conflicts, wars, armed insurrections, rebellion and terrorism.  

 

From the foregoing, millions of Africans have been killed; displaced and immeasurable 

amount of properties were destroyed. The magnitude of the problems caused by uncontrolled 

arms in Africa cannot be quantified. Availability of arms in Africa has led to the emergence 

of terrorists‟ organization and armed banditry in many parts of the continent.  These weapons 

are available and used by armed bandits in killings, displacement, kidnapping, cattle rustling, 

raiding villages and armed robbery. The paper examines arms trafficking and its challenge to 

Africa‟s security and development in the 21
st
 century.  

 



Dutse International Journal of Social and Economic Research Vol. 6, No. 3 July 2021 
  

 

170 

 

Theoretical Framework 

This paper adopted Failed State Theory (FST) in examine arms trafficking and its challenge 

to Africa‟s security and development in the 21
st
 century. 

 

The Failed State Theory 

According to Duyvesteyn (2012) the failed state theory tries to explain the relationship 

between state failure in terms of meeting its primary responsibilities and the emergence of 

criminal activities, such as armed robbery, kidnapping, insurgency, rebellion, terrorism, arms 

trafficking and cattle rustling, among others, due to the failure of the state. 

Duyvesteyn (2012) opined that state failure can be understood within the context of certain 

functions and requisites that a modern state is supposed to perform, maintenance of law and 

order, the internal security and sovereignty of the state against internal subversion and 

external invasion. The inability of the state to accomplish these tasks manifests state failure.  

State failure manifests and becomes evident when the state can no longer protect and preserve 

its own institution and maintain national security.  

 

In line with the above, the African states have failed in terms of addressing the challenges of 

the proliferation of arms that exist for a long time in many parts of the continent. For 

instances, African governments have failed in terms of providing adequate security measures 

to tackle the proliferation of arms in the continent. Security can hardly be achieved without 

adequately equipping relevant security agencies to combat crimes like arms trafficking, 

insurgency, resource conflict, rebellion, farmer-herder conflict among others. However, 

inadequate funding, logistics and poor salary package and training are some of the major 

problems hindering the security agencies in most African states. This induced security 

agencies to engage in arms dealing for money and abet organized crime in the continent. 

State failure to preserve border security is a factor to arms proliferation in the continent.  

 

Review of Related Literature  

 

Insecurity in the Context of Arms Trafficking in Africa  

According to Oxfam Research Report (2017) Africa represents a significant percentage of 

global conflicts. In 2015, 52 % of global armed conflict incidents occurred in Africa, despite 

Africa having only 16% of the world‟s population. About 87 of the 236 global high-intensity 

conflicts between 2011 and 2015 took place in Africa. Between 2013 and 2015, an average of 

22 new and ongoing wars were recorded. Most conflicts in Africa are fought using 

uncontrolled arms. The conflicts are between non-state actors and national governments.  

Non-state actors have no legal authority to purchase arms; they resort to illicit means of arms 

acquisition. Uncontrolled access to weapons encourages violence instead of dialogue.  

 

The proliferation of firearms in African countries is a major cause of instability in the 

continent.  Since 2000, the rise in political violence in the form of electoral violence, protests 

against long-term leadership, and constitutional crises have occurred in 15 African countries. 

They consist of Algeria, Burundi, CAR, Côte d‟Ivoire, DRC, Egypt, Ethiopia, Libya, Mali, 

Niger, Nigeria, South Africa, South Sudan, and Sudan. There is nexus between uncontrolled 

arms and political violence. Accessibility of the arms induces the proliferation of armed 

groups with different ideology (Oxfam Research Report, 2017).  

 

According to the Africa Union (2014), the political upheavals and insecurity in Mali, Chad, 

Libya, Sudan, South Sudan, Central Africa Republic, Somalia and Nigeria have given rise to 

the proliferation of arms in the continent. The fall of former Libyan leader Gaddafi in 2011 



Dutse International Journal of Social and Economic Research Vol. 6, No. 3 July 2021 
  

 

171 

 

has resulted in the massive circulation of illegal weapons within Libya, Sahara and Sahel 

region. The Tauaregs/Azawad rebellion in Mali, Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria, the Al-

Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb and other terrorist groups all resulted in massive proliferation 

of illegal weapons in Africa.  

  

Africa Union (2014) further expressed that new or renewed conflicts and insecurity have 

emerged in (Libya, South Sudan, Mali, Lake Chad Basin crisis, etc.), while old conflicts 

remain protracted in Central Africa Republic, Somalia, Democratic Republic of Congo, 

Darfur, and Western Sahara. Numerous armed conflicts have re- emerged across Africa in the 

last decade. About 25 African states are battling one or more forms of insecurity, such as 

rebellion, civil war, organized crime, violent extremism, ethno-political militancy, 

secessionist agitations, farmers-herders conflict etc. Uncontrolled arms have led to the 

struggle for political power between Muslims and Christians in Central Africa Republic with 

counter-attacks by Sileka militias and anti-Balaka militants. In Democratic Republic of 

Congo, the illicit exploitation of mineral resources and the availability of small and light 

weapons fuel armed conflict and insecurity. 

 

 According to SBM Intelligence (2016) the Libyan is within the context of the 2011 Arab 

Spring uprisings against authoritarian leaders in North Africa. The flow of uncontrolled arms 

in and out of Libya creates security challenges for neighbouring countries and the wider 

Sahel region. In Mali, the 2012 rebellion by the Azawad and armed uprising by Jihadist led to 

availability of arms in the country. In 2012 the Islamists movement resulted in the capture of 

Mali‟s Northern regions of Gao, Kidal and Timbuktu. Large parts of Northern Mali remain 

under control of armed groups.  

 

For Economic Community of West African States (2013) South Sudan‟s insecurity was 

caused by influx of arms. The crisis in 2013 between President Sylva Kiir and his former 

deputy, Riek Machar also contributed to proliferation of arms in South Sudan. In 

neighbouring Sudan, the conflict in Darfur began in 2003 when opposition groups took up 

arms against the state. The crisis is driven by a number of issues including disagreement over 

resource control, power struggles, inequalities, marginalization and availability of arms.   

 

Reasons for Arms Proliferation in Africa  

Many factors contribute to arms proliferation n Africa. These factors are discussed below: 

 

Ungoverned Spaces   

For Nadama (2020) Nigeria and many African countries were ravaged by armed banditry that 

disrupts peace in the continent. Farmers/herders conflict, terrorism, insurgency and armed 

banditry are perpetrated in the continent due to large ungoverned spaces that attract bandits to 

move with arms through the unregulated forest. Large forests linking almost the entire 

Northern Nigeria and some neighbouring countries are governed by bandits and terrorists. 

Ungoverned spaces are used by the bandit groups in acquiring deadly weapons from West 

African countries and Sahel region. Armed bandits uses dangerous weapons such as AK47 

rifles, General Purpose Machine Gun (GPMG), Double or Single Barrel guns, Dane guns, 

Local Pistols and knives. The bandits attacks day and night and in many cases attack in large 

numbers using motorbikes which give them advantage as to easily escape immediately before 

the arrival of the security agents. The bandits understood the terrain of the ungoverned spaces 

more than the security agents.  
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According to Usman (2021) ungoverned spaces and unregulated forests that linked Zamfara, 

Niger, Kaduna, Kebbi, Katsina and Sokoto States are governed by different armed groups. 

This includes Sambisa, Alagarno, Kamuku, Kudaru, Kuyambana, Burwaye, Ajja, Dajin Rugu 

etc. These ungoverned spaces have facilitated the proliferation of weapons used by the armed 

bandits.  An armed dealer by name Shehu Ali Kachall, a 30 year old from Niger Republic 

was arrested by the Troops of Federal Intelligence Investigation Bureau in Gusau, Zamfara 

State who revealed that:  

              I supply arms and ammunition to armed bandits in Nigeria from Niger 

Republic. I passed through Nigeria‟s border and a senior military gives 

me cover in dealing with arms. I have been importing weapons into 

Nigeria for the past three years. I supply the weapons to the bandits in 

their hideout in Zamfara, Kaduna and Niger States. I have sold 450 rifles 

and 8,000 live ammunitions and other deadly weapons to different 

armed groups. I developed interest because of the profit in arms 

trafficking. I sold rifle between six hundred thousand to one million, this 

depend on the type of the rifle. I sold ammunition at one thousand one 

hundred. The weapons are used in kidnapping, raiding villages, armed 

robbery and cattle rustling by the bandits in many states in the North.      

 

The ungoverned spaces and thick forests have facilitated the escalation of conflict between 

farmers and herders, the inflow of arms, free movement of cross-border pastoralists and 

bandits from the West Africa and Sahel region. Many spaces and forests in West Africa and 

Sahel region are ungoverned spaces, taking over by the armed groups and criminal gangs 

(Usman, 2021).  

 

Diversification from State Stockpiles   

According to International Peace Research Institute (2016) the diversion of legally acquired 

arms by African countries is a common source of uncontrolled and illicit arms. This occurs in 

several forms, including the illegal sale of arms by corrupt officials to non-state actors. Some 

of the Nigerian soldiers were arrested in 2016 for illegally selling arms to Boko Haram. 

Ethiopian and Ugandan soldiers serving with the African Union Mission in Somalia 

(AMISOM) were accused of selling weapons from their stockpiles to traders in Somalia‟s 

illicit arms market. Official stockpiles are also diverted through targeted looting of state 

armoury by armed groups in Africa. 

 

The Libyan military armories were looted after the fall of Gaddafi.  Arms were also seized by 

armed groups during   battles with state forces in northern Mali. The diversion of state arms 

stockpiles is also facilitated by the poor welfare conditions of the security personals.  In most 

African countries soldiers are underpaid, and salaries are often delayed for several months. 

Corrupt practices have been reported in the DRC, Burkina Faso, Mali, and Guinea. Buyers 

and suppliers of arms bypass procedures. Poor stockpile management, and limited 

transparency and accountability in arms procurement, aid the illegal sale of state weapons by 

their custodians (International Peace Research Institute, 2016).  

 

Black Market and Illicit Trafficking  

The number of conflicts in Africa illustrates the thriving of the illicit arms trade in the 

continent. Locally-made arms and diverted stocks are traded in arms markets. In 2013, 

Cameroonian security forces arrested a man who was transporting 655 guns to Nigeria, and 

another 5,400 AK-47 rifles were intercepted in Maroua, in the northern region of Cameroon. 

The Nigerian Customs Service intercepted small arms and ammunition worth 4.3 billion naira 
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(US$34.1 million) on their way into the country in 2002. Important quantities of small arms 

have come through the borders with Benin, Niger, Chad and Cameroon and were brought into 

Nigeria either overland or by sea in small boats. Small Arms in Libya such as heavy machine 

guns, shoulder-fired recoilless weapons, rocket launchers, anti-tank guided missiles, and 

man-portable air defence systems, grenade launchers, and different types of rifles spread in 

Africa (Aring et al, 2013).  

 

Poorly Regulated Local Arms Production 

Several unauthorized local arms producers exist across Africa, and the limited regulation of 

their activities contributes to the ready availability of small and light weapons. In Ghana, as 

of 2005, local gunsmiths have the capacity to produce over 200,000 weapons annually, 

including pistols, single and double barrel guns, traditional guns, and pump-action shotguns. 

Over 60% of illegal arms in southeast Nigeria are locally made. In Mali, locally made 

weapons are widespread, and are used to commit crimes (Christoper, 2011).   

 

External Forces  

Most of the proliferated uncontrolled arms circulate in Africa are being trafficked and 

transferred within the continent. Weapons are initially shipped into conflict zones outside 

Africa.  The UN Panel of Experts on Sudan identified certain countries, including Ukraine, 

China, Canada, Israel, Bulgaria, Slovakia, Iran and Russia as major suppliers of large 

stockpiles of arms and ammunitions to South Sudan. Also al-Shabaab‘s supply lines 

originate in Yemen, with weapons delivered through multiple receiving points on the Somali 

coast (Ola, 2012). 

 

Struggle for Political Power 

According to United Nation Office on Drugs and Crime (2011) the struggle for political 

power in Africa often takes violent dimensions, which are underscored by the use of arms in 

the competition for power. Conflicts often break out when power is manipulated to include or 

exclude certain individuals, communities, groups, religions or regions. Those excluded resort 

to extreme measures such as violent protests or armed rebellion with the use of illicit arms. 

Illicit weapons were used in electoral violence in various parts of the continent.  

 

Governance and Development Deficit 

 In Africa employment opportunities and infrastructural development mainly concentrated in 

urban centers or constituencies that are loyal to ruling political parties, thus fuelling or 

compounding inequality. As such, many deprived groups express grievances through the use 

of illicit arms against the state. Boko Haram takes advantage of widespread poverty and 

limited economic in North Eastern Nigeria to recruit and radicalize poor, uneducated and 

vulnerable young people. The underdevelopment of Mali‟s Northern regions, relative to the 

South, has been identified as a major reason why the Tuaregs decided to bear arms against 

the Malian state (Onuoha, 2013). 

 

Natural Resources  

The control, access and distribution of natural resources have triggered conflicts in many 

African countries. Illicit arms have contributed to the escalation conflicts. This includes 

conflicts over natural resources or grazing land between farmers and herders. Illicit arms are 

use in the militancy and insecurity in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria, Katanga areas of 

DRC, and the gold-rich region in Northern Chad. Illicit arms have increased violent clashes 

and casualties between herders and farmers in Sahel region and East African countries 

particularly among the Bororo and Maasi pastoral groups and farming communities. In 



Dutse International Journal of Social and Economic Research Vol. 6, No. 3 July 2021 
  

 

174 

 

Sudan and South Sudan herders display SALW, and use it against farmers and cattle raids in 

rural areas (United Nations office on Drugs and Crime, 2012).  

 

Radicalization and Violent Extremism  

The United Nations Economic Commission (2018) established that the growth and activities 

of radical extremist have contributed to the spread and use of illicit arms in Africa. 

Acquisition of SALW by violent extremist groups has negatively impacted security in West, 

Horn and North Africa. For instance, radical Tuareg militias in Mali have initiated armed 

insurgencies because of their access to small and light weapons. Terrorists groups such as 

Boko Haram, Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, Al-Shabaab and other similar groups operate 

across Africa due to uncontrolled arms. About 24,771 people were killed and 5,507 wounded 

between 2011 and 2015 in Nigeria and Somalia.  Porous borders in the Sahel and West Africa 

are exploited for the illicit transfer of arms to extremist groups. 

 

Porous Borders 

According to Usman et al (2017) most countries in Africa have long porous borders that are 

impossible to police effectively against the perpetuation of terrorism and transnational crime. 

This facilitates the illicit movement, transfer and sales of weapons. Other criminal activities 

perpetrated around these borders include: drug trafficking, human trafficking, oil bunkering, 

sales of human organs and many more. Africa‟s porous borders led to the operation of 

insurgents and Jihadists movement. For example Boko Haram operates across borders of 

Nigeria, Niger, Chad and Cameroon. Al-shabaab operates across borders of East African 

states. Al-qaeda in Islamic Maghreb also becomes a threat to North African countries. Joint 

Border Security Management as well as bilateral and multi-lateral security operations is weak 

among African states to control illicit activities around their borders.  

 

Organized Crime  
The flow of uncontrolled arms plays a crucial role in the activities of organized crime 

networks across Africa. The groups are into illicit trafficking of arms and drugs. There is a 

convergence of organized crime and armed conflict, including violent extremism, in places 

like the Sahel, Libya and Somalia. Pirates use illicit arms in the Horn of Africa and the Gulf 

of Guinea region to attack and seize ships and to kidnap crews for ransom. Similarly, South 

American drugs heading for Europe are trafficked through West Africa and the Sahel, and 

SALW are used to protect the trafficking routes. UNODC in 2013 put the annual cost of 

drugs trafficked through West Africa at $1.25bn. The cost of piracy in the Gulf of Guinea and 

Somali coast to the global economy in 2015 was $719m and $1.32bn respectively (Addo, 

2015).   

 

Implications of Arms Trafficking in Africa 

Arms proliferation has implications; it ranges from social, economic, political and security 

challenges. These implications are discussed below: 

 

Injuries and Fatalities 

Many lives were lost as a direct result of wars in Africa. For instance, during the period 

1983–2005 in DRC, Sudan and Rwanda combined; about 8.4 million people lost their lives 

due to armed conflict. Family members, friends and neighbours were killed by rebels, 

militias, and gangs using uncontrolled arms. An estimated 1,689 to 3,713 were killed between 

2012 and 2014 in Mali. Most of these deaths were civilians killed by rebels and other armed 

groups. In Democratic Republic of Congo, around 600 Congolese have died few months in 

2014, and 64 bodies with gunshot wounds were recovered by local officials after rebels 
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attacked. In Libya about 2,825 and 1,523 people were killed in 2014 and 2015, respectively, 

in 2016, 902 deaths have been recorded. In Nigeria, Boko Haram killed about 30,000 people 

in many part of the country (Oxfam Research Report, 2017).  

 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) and Refugees  

According to Oxfam Research Report (2017) forced population movements across borders 

are motivated by the need to avoid injuries and deaths from uncontrolled arms. There is high 

number of refugees and IDPs in Africa due to armed groups and conflicts. Countries such as 

Central Africa Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Lake Chad Basin, Mali, Somalia, 

South Sudan and Sudan, generally record the highest numbers of IDPs and refugees in Africa. 

About 466,000 and 434,174 people in Central Africans are refugees and IDPs respectively.  

The number of registered refugees in Congo was put at 387,963. From May to July 2016, the 

UNHCR recorded 201,642 DR.Congo refugees in Uganda, 73,504 in Rwanda, 61,090 in 

Tanzania, 53,669 in Burundi, 14,908 in South Sudan, 12,269 in Congo Brazzaville, 4,836 in 

CAR, 997 in Ethiopia and 799 in Sudan. IDPs in Libya stand at 434,000. More than 134,000 

Malian refugees are in neighbouring Mauritania, Burkina Faso and Niger, and over 36,000 

are internally displaced. Registered Somali refugees stand at 972,215 2016, while 1.3 million 

are internally displaced.  The numbers of South Sudan refugees stand at 1,291,323. Uganda 

and Sudan have received 110,000 and 100,000, of them respectively. Boko Haram displaced 

about 2.8 million people from Nigeria, Niger, Chad and Cameroon (Oxfam Research Report, 

2017).  

 

Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 

The risk of gender based violence heightens in conflict situations and it is estimated that 

about 45.6% of African women have experienced gender based violence as a result of armed 

conflict. It is estimated that most African women and girls will experience gender based 

violence in their lifetime. Gender based violence is generally associated with armed groups 

and combatants, who use small and light weapons to humiliate, intimidate, displace and 

traumatize communities. For instance, at the height of violent conflict in 2013, DRC became 

known as the world‟s rape capital, with an estimated 48 women raped per hour by rebels and 

Congolese soldiers. Women and girls were abducted and raped by Boko Haram in the 

affected communities. In 2014 about 276 students were abducted in Chibok, Borno State. In 

conflict-affected countries such as Mali, Democratic Republic of Congo, Central Africa 

Republic, and South Sudan socio-cultural and psychological impacts on victims and relatives 

are huge, with victims experiencing abduction, stigmatization, post-traumatic stress disorders 

(PTSD) and risk of HIV/AIDS (International Peace Research Institute, 2016). 
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Countries with Previous and Emerging Insecurity in Africa  
County  Civil 

War 

Insurg/Terr Inter-state 

Conflict 

Organized 

Crime 

Ethno-rel. Conflict Secessionist 

Movement 

Nigeria            

Chad           

Algeria            

Mali           

CAR          

Rwanda          

Cameroon          

Egypt          

Cote d‟ivoire          

Ethiopia          

Liberia           

Sierra Leone           

Mauritania          

Niger         

DR Congo          

Djibouti         

Eritrea         

Libya           

Somalia            

Senegal          

B/Faso         

S Sudan             

Sudan             

Angola           

Kenya         

Uganda         

Compiled by the Author, 2021 

 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

Arms trafficking and uncontrolled small and light weapons in Africa have serious implications 

on economy and security across the continent. Small and light weapons have been used in 

struggles for political power, conflicts over natural resources, radicalization, violent extremism, 

and organized crime. The weaknesses of most African countries encouraged the proliferation of 

uncontrolled arms, through the diversion of state stockpiles, illicit sales, and trafficking of local 

and foreign arms. Arms proliferation has number of human costs that includes: displacement of 

populations, deaths, injuries and dislocation of communities. Arms trafficking led to proliferation 

of terrorist groups in the continent such as Boko Haram, Al-Shabaab, AQIM, Azawad and many 

more. Controlling arms in Africa requires the involvement of African and non-African 

stakeholders at local, national, regional, and global levels. The paper proffers the following 

recommendations: 

 African states should address the root causes of conflict, which indeed exacerbated by 

uncontrolled arms, poverty, political, social and economic inequalities. Improving the 

standard of the aggrieved groups can limit conflicts in the continent. 

 The African Union should provide a continental avenue for the monitoring of 

uncontrolled arms particularly around the borders. This can help in tackling arms 

trafficking in the continent. 

 African Union should seek for the UN support through technical and financial support to 

tackle the proliferation of SALW within their territories. 

 Security agencies in Africa connive with criminals to facilitate arms trafficking. The 

welfare of the armed forces, police and other paramilitary must be a priority. Poor and 
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delayed remunerations and salaries are some of the reasons why armed states officials 

engage in illegal sales of arms.  

 Governments in Africa should enact and review the existing legislations on arms 

trafficking. There is the need for states in Africa to establish national arms control 

management systems that will provide guidelines on how to control, prevent, acquire and 

transfer arms.  

 All African states should have a better management of weapons stockpiles. Secure arms 

depots can help mitigate the problem of uncontrolled arms. Government should always 

engage in comprehensive security and prompt assessment of stockpile and their locations. 

 African states should empower, the border security operatives with modern intelligence 

and surveillance gadgets so as to monitor the influx of weapons across borders in the 

continent.    
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