
Dutse International Journal of Social and Economic Research Vol. 6, No. 2 July 2021 

  

 

114 

 

Stakeholders’ Perceived Impact of  

Covid-19 Pandemic on Welfare  

Needs of the Internally Displace  

Persons in Lagos State 
  

Fagbemide Olugbenga Israel 

Department of Economics 

Michael Otedola College of Primary Education,  

Noforija, Epe, Lagos State - Nigeria 

olubengaisrael1770@gmail.com 

 

 
Abstract: The welfare of the displaced persons is of paramount importance in the society if 

peace must reign in Nigeria. The emergence of Covid-19 pandemic has distrupted the laid 

down plans for ensuring that welfare of the displaced is promoted. This study, therefore, 

examined stakeholders‟ perceived impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the 

internally displace persons in Lagos State. Descriptive survey research design was employed. 

The population and the target population consisted of all the officials and the displaced 

persons who were 18 years and above in the displaced persons‟ camp in Lagos. A sample of 

390 respondents (10 officials and 380 displaced persons) was drawn for the study using 

accidental sampling technique. Researcher-designed instrument on “Perceived Impact of 

Covid-19 Pandemic on Welfare Needs of the Internally Displace Persons“ with reliability 

indices of 0.82 was used for data collection. The data collected were analysed using using 

percentage and independent t-test. The findings revealed that the perceived impact of Covid-

19 pandemic on welfare needs of the internally displace persons in Lagos was negative; there 

was no significant difference in the perceived impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs 

of the internally displace persons in Lagos based on gender; and that there was no 

significant difference in officials and the displaced persons‟ perception about the impact of 

Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the internally displace persons in Lagos. It was 

recommended that concerned government and Non-governmental agencies should be made to 

be aware of the perceived impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the internally 

displace persons and the need to take steps necessary for cushioning the impact of the 

pandemic on the displaced. 
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Introduction  

The issue of displacement caused by conflicts and disasters is highly worrisome and deserves 

to be given considerable attention. The problem has become a global concern with its 

implications (Lodan, 2001). Internally displaced persons (IDPs) are those who have been 

forced to vacate their homes in order to avoid the effects of armed conflict, situation of 

indiscriminate violence, violation of human rights or man- made disasters within their 

country (World Refugee Survey (WRS), 2004).  They are people who are forced to flee their 

homes but unlike refugees, they remain within their country‘s borders. They are different 

from refugees that were displaced outside their national territories (WRS, 2004). An IDP may 

have experienced forceful eviction from his home by the same reasons as a refugee, but the 
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difference lies in the fact that they have not crossed globally recognized border. In the same 

manner, IDPs are usually more deprived when compared with refugees because they do not 

have access to assistance from international agencies except those otherwise requested by the 

national government (Olobo & Obaji, 2016).  

 

Record has it that about fifty million persons were displaced globally; majority of which are 

in Africa and Asia (Olobo & Obaji, 2016). Displacement issues observed in Nigeria are 

necessitated by internal armed conflicts, communal violence and natural disasters like flood. 

Conflicting situation particularly those caused by ethnic or religious diversity leads to 

increase in humanitarian needs, while the materials to satisfy those needs within the conflict 

area are relatively scarce (Olobo & Obaji, 2016). Civilian populations that are internally 

displaced move from one place to another seeking protection and safety in their country of 

origin. Displacement will bring infringements on peoples‘ right as contained in the 

international human rights and humanitarian law (Deci & Ryan, 2000). In Nigeria, conflicts 

occasioned by the activities of Fulani herdsmen and Boko Haram in the North East have 

resulted in high threats to lives and properties, death of thousands and displacements of 

millions of citizens (Torbiorn, 2002).  

 

The internally displaced persons, just like other humans, have a profound need that must be 

met if they must live relatively happy in their camps (Deci & Ryan, 2000). The welfare of the 

internally displaced persons must be addressed by promoting their basic physical and material 

well-being. According to World Bank (2020), the health, comfort, and happiness of the IDPs 

must not be taken for granted. The government, through range of programmes, provides 

financial and other aids to the IDPs. Physiological, medical, and social needs of the displaced 

people are mostly provided by the government for the purpose of making their life easier. 

However, the extent to which the welfare of displaced persons is met especially in the year 

2020 seems to be impaired by the emergence of Covid-19 pandemic.  

 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (Covid-19) is a virus characterized by Severe Acute Respiratory 

Syndrome (SARS), and cold associated with fever, flu (influenza), cough and shortness of 

breath. Covid-19 broke out in Wuhan, China in December 2019 and later spread across the 

globe in early and middle part of the year 2020 (Kandola, 2020). At the early stage of its 

emergence, Nigeria and some other countries responded to Covid-19 pandemic by 

repatriating and/or sending assistance to their students who were stranded in Wuhan, China. 

The Nigeria‘s plans of repatriating and/or sending assistance to their students who were 

stranded in Wuhan changed when the pandemic emerged in the country on February 27, 2020 

with the first case of an Italian who came back to Nigeria from his home country. Not long 

after the index case was recorded that the problem changed from imported transmission cases 

and became issues of community- transmission in which thousands of cases of Covid-19 

were confirmed in the country.  

 

In order to curtail the spread of the virus in Nigeria, diverse measures were put in place like 

the federal government action of enforcing an initial 2-week lockdown on March 30, 2020 for 

Lagos State, Ogun State, and Abuja as well as creation of awareness on the need to observe 

some non-pharmaceutical measures like hand washing, social distancing, and staying at home 

(Kalu, 2020). The lockdown paralyzed the economic activities in Lagos State, Ogun State, 

and Abuja at that time except for hospitals, all related medical establishments as well as 

organizations in or individual body offering essential services like food processing, 

distribution, petroleum distribution and retailing, and other services paramount to day to day 
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living. The emergence of the Covid-19 pandemic caused sudden alteration in the financial 

plans such that larger part of the nation‘s budget was diverted to combating the pandemic. 

 

As national resources are directed to health, long-term spending by government on welfare of 

the internally displaced persons may be at risk despite short-term stimulus packages in some 

countries. Decisions concerning budget allocations to various sectors of the nation‘s economy 

now depend on countries‘ priorities as well as the prevalence of private provision of these 

services. Although, government prioritizes the welfare of the IDPs, but yet, there is tendency 

for government funding on the well-being of the IDPs to fluctuate in attempt to address issues 

bothering on COVID-19 pandemic, as governments reprioritize investments and spending 

(Al-Samarrai, Gangwar & Gala, 2020). The slowdown of economic growth owing to the 

spread of the virus may affect the availability of public funding for IDP camps as tax income 

declines and emergency funds are channeled into supporting increasing healthcare costs 

(OECD, 2020; UNESCO, 2020).  

 

Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of the study is to examine stakeholders‘ perceived impact of Covid-19 pandemic 

on welfare needs of the internally displace persons in Lagos State. Specifically, the study is 

set to examine the: 

1. perceived impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the internally displace 

persons in Lagos; 

2. difference in the perceived impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the 

internally displace persons in Lagos based on gender; and  

3. difference in officials and the displaced persons‘ perception about the impact of Covid-19 

pandemic on welfare needs of the internally displace persons in Lagos. 

 

Research Questions 

The research question below was answered in the course of the study.  

1. What is the perceived impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the internally 

displace persons in Lagos? 

 

Research Hypotheses 

The following null hypotheses were tested in the course of the study. 

H01:  There is no significant difference in the perceived impact of Covid-19 pandemic on 

welfare needs of the internally displace persons in Lagos based on gender.  

H02:  There is no significant difference in officials and the displaced persons‘ perception 

about the impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the internally displace 

persons in Lagos. 

 

Literature Review 

 

Impact of Covid-19 Pandemic on Welfare Needs of the Internally Displace Persons 

The global COVID-19 pandemic, no doubt, affected the internally displaced people, owing to 

their circumstances. Since the outbreak of COVID-19 in Nigeria, IDPs are faced with a 

myriad of challenges. According to the 2020 report of the World Bank, the lockdown in 

Nigeria has affected IDPs‘ mobility with limited access to basic needs including food and 

other commodities impacting livelihoods opportunities, and many could not access basic 

facilities needed for their health and hygiene and consequently comply with physical 

distancing measures (Al-Samarrai, Gangwar & Gala, 2020). Similarly, the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in a press release on 14 May 2020 highlighted 
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that Covid-19 is not just an observable health problem, but also a problem triggering mental 

health crisis among refugees and IDPs. While many internally displaced people are 

remarkably resilient and can move forward despite having experienced violence or 

persecution first- hand, their capacities to cope owing to Covid-19 pandemic are now being 

stretched to the limit, thereby inflicting socio-economic damage psychosocial hardship 

(UNHCR, 2020). 

 

According to the 2020 report of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, the IDPs are 

more likely to contract COVID-19 virus, and are more at risk of developing complications, 

owing to unfavorable condition of living in the camps, limited access to hygiene and 

sanitation, poor nutritional and health status; lack of good health care and reliable 

information; lack of support networks; and language barriers and other cultural and social 

problems (Kandola, 2020) They are likely to be stigmatized due to their interaction with 

foreign aid workers. Movement restrictions, unnecessary delays in deliveries of relief 

supplies material, the suspension of food aid, livelihoods, cash programmes and vaccination 

campaigns because of reduction in access and funds, as well as concerns about the safety of 

staff working in camps may all endanger the ability of humanitarian organizations to render 

significant assistance IDPs and respond to urgent and slow-onset issues, thereby creating the 

conditions for new displacements (UNHCR, 2020). 

 

Given the multi-dimensional impact of the disease, the pandemic will not only disrupt the 

large-scale humanitarian response of addressing the welfare of the displaced persons, but set 

back already stressed human welfare efforts (Tijjani & Ma, 2020). The pandemic represents 

serious concerns and challenges for an already overwhelmed health, social and economic 

systems faced with endemic diseases like cholera, measles, Lassa fever and malaria; social 

problems like hunger, inequality, insurgency, and banditry; and economic problem of 

unemployment in Nigeria (Tijjani & Ma, 2020). With the onset of the rainy season, concerns 

regarding the capacity of authorities to respond to the simultaneous needs driven by climate, 

security, and health emergencies increase. Nigeria is faced with a massive ongoing challenge 

to promote the welfare of people, especially the IDPs.  

 

Enobong (2020), the Covid-19 pandemic has affected the welfare of the internally displaced 

persons in Lagos State. Enobong (2020) observed that many of Lagos‘ displaced people who 

prior to the pandemic earned daily living through transportation, through street trading or in 

open markets could not do so during the Covid-19 pandemic era as result of the total 

shutdown. Although, the state government seems to be distributing relief material, however 

report reaching out suggests that none have yet benefited from such distributions (Enobong, 

2020). Similarly, during the Covid-19 pandemic, many displaced people lacked access to 

good water (Enobong, 2020). Before the emergence of the pandemic, the many of the shelters 

allocated to the displaced does not have good water and they had to rely on buying of clean 

water from individuals selling water around their camps.  Because of the lockdown declared 

by the government, those selling water were no longer able to work, which makes IDPs 

susceptible to drinking unsafe water. According to the European Union (2020), Covid-19 

affected the welfare of all the displaced persons in Nigeria, and that the displaced persons 

were indifferent as to the influence of the pandemic on their welfare.  

 

This means that the welfare of the displaced persons in Lagos was not put into consideration. 

Non-consideration of the IDPs in the shutdown arrangement was an indication that the city 

lacks the social structures necessary to effectively support vulnerable citizens in emergencies. 

Yet loss of income due to Covid19 lockdown order significantly threatened huge number of 
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poor people in Lagos and have negative impact for the city‘s sustainable development plans 

(Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC), 2020). The people in IDPs camps began 

to live in fear that Covid-19 could spread to the considerable number of them in Lagos and by 

extension, Nigeria. The displaced are susceptible to further vulnerabilities and human rights 

violations due to structural inequalities and discriminatory policies (IDMC, 2020). The 

shutdown declared by government, as well as enforcement teams exacerbated these 

vulnerabilities and further exposed IDPs in Lagos to further violations of human rights 

(IDMC, 2020).  

 

Existing literature on Covid-19 has done little to shed light on it impacts welfare among 

IDPs. Also, most of the existing studies on Covid-19 were not related to IDPs, but other areas 

like education (Dinesh, Shadi & Shuriah, 2020), economy (Ogunode, Abigeal & Lydia, 

2020), and research and development (Al-Samarrai, Gangwar & Gala, 2020). Furthermore, 

based on the available literature, there has not been a study known to the researcher that was 

conducted on the perceived impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the internally 

displaced persons in Lagos State. The relative absence of a known study regarding the impact 

of Covid-19 on welfare needs of IDPs in Lagos State, and the need to ensure that their well-

being are promoted prompted this study in order to complement the existing knowledge on 

Covid-19 pandemic and welfare needs of people.  

 

Research Methodology 

This study was executed using descriptive survey research design. The population of the 

study comprised all the officials and internally displaced persons in Internally Displaced 

Person Camp, Ibeju Lekki, and Lagos State. Specifically, the study targeted all the officials 

and the displaced persons who were 18 years and above in the displaced persons‘ camp. 

According to IDMC (2020), the displaced persons in Lagos were estimated to be over 

100,000. In line with the sample size recommended for a population of 100,000 by the 

Research Advisor 2006, the researcher sampled 390 respondents (10 officials and 380 

displaced persons) for the study using accidental sampling technique. The choice of 

accidental sampling premised on the fact that it was difficult to access all the officials and 

internally displaced persons due social distancing policy necessitated by the Covid-19 

pandemic. 

 

Research instrument developed by the researcher on perceived impact of Covid-19 pandemic 

on welfare needs of the internally displace persons in Lagos was used to obtain information 

from the respondents. The research instrument contained 15 items designed on 4-point Likert 

type of Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D), and Strongly Disagree (SD). 

Reliability of the instrument was determined using Cronbach Alpha method of establishing 

reliability. To achieve this, the instrument was administered once, outside the study area, to 

25 randomly selected displaced persons who have the same characteristics with the 

respondents, but are not part of the main study, and the scores obtained were analysed using 

Cronbach Alpha with the aid of SPSS version 23.0. The instrument has reliability coefficient 

of 0.82. Data obtained were analyzed using percentage and independent t-test.  

 

Findings 

Research Question 1: What is the perceived impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs 

of the internally displace persons in Lagos? 

 

To answer the research question, responses obtained from the research instrument the 

perceived impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the internally displace persons 
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in Lagos were summed and subjected to percentage analysis. The minimum score obtainable 

from the instrument, maximum score obtainable, and range score of the respondents were 15, 

60 and 45. The range was divided by the two levels of perception (positive and negative) and 

the cut off was approximately 23. Scores between 15-38 and 39-60 were categorized as 

positive and negative perception of impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the 

internally displace persons in Lagos. The result is presented in Table 1. 

 

Table 1: Perceived Impact of Covid-19 Pandemic on Welfare Needs of the Internally 

Displace Persons in Lagos 
Perceived Impact Cut-off Range Frequency  Percentage (%) 

 

Positive  

 

15-38 

 

77 

 

19.7 

Negative  39-60 313 80.3 

Total  390 100.0 

 

Results in Table 1 show the perceived impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the 

internally displace persons in Lagos. As shown in the table, 77 (19.7%) of the respondents 

had positive perception about the impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the 

internally displace persons in Lagos, while 313 (80.3%) of the sampled respondents had 

negative perception about the impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the 

internally displace persons in Lagos. This means that the perceived impact of Covid-19 

pandemic on welfare needs of the internally displace persons in Lagos was negative.  

 

Testing Hypothesis 1: There is no significant difference in the perceived impact of Covid-19 

pandemic on welfare needs of the internally displace persons in Lagos 

based on gender 

 

To test the null hypothesis, responses obtained on the perceived impact of Covid-19 

pandemic on welfare needs of the internally displace persons in Lagos based on gender were 

summed and subjected to independent t-test. The result of the analysis is presented in Table 

2.  

 

Table 2: Independent t-test on the Perceived Impact of Covid-19 Pandemic on Welfare 

Needs of the Internally Displace Persons in Lagos Based on Gender 
Gender  No Mean Std. t-value Df p-value  Remark  

Male  181 46.92 7.62     

    0.22 388 0.83 NS  

Female   209 46.48 5.79     

 

Results in Table 2 shows a t-value of 0.22 and p-value of 0.83 which is greater than 0.05 

(0.83 > 0.05). Since 0.83 is greater than (0.05) alpha level of significance, the null hypothesis 

is not rejected. This implies that there was no significant difference in the perceived impact of 

Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the internally displace persons in Lagos based on 

gender.  

 

Testing Hypothesis 2: There is no significant difference in officials and the displaced 

persons‟ perception about the impact of Covid-19 pandemic on 

welfare needs of the internally displace persons in Lagos 
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To test the null hypothesis, responses obtained from the officials and the displaced persons on 

the perceived impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the internally displace 

persons in Lagos were summed and subjected to independent t-test. The result of the analysis 

is presented in Table 3.  

 

Table 3: Independent t-test on the Difference in Officials and the Displaced Persons’ 

Perception about the Impact of Covid-19 Pandemic on Welfare Needs of the 

Internally Displace Persons in Lagos 
Respondents  No Mean Std. t-value Df p-value  Remark  

Officials  10 45.98 4.17     

    0.58 388 0.61 NS  

Displaced Persons  380 47.42 5.32     

 

Results in Table 3 shows a t-value of 0.58 and p-value of 0.61 which is greater than 0.05 

(0.61 > 0.05). Since 0.61 is greater than (0.05) alpha level of significance, the null hypothesis 

is not rejected. This implies that there was no significant difference in officials and the 

displaced persons‘ perception about the impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of 

the internally displace persons in Lagos.  

 

Discussion of Findings 

This study examined stakeholders‘ perceived impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs 

of the internally displace persons in Lagos State. The result of the study showed that the 

perceived impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the internally displace persons 

in Lagos was negative. This means that majority of the sampled respondents had negative 

perception about the impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the internally displace 

persons in Lagos. That is, they perceived that, Covid-19 pandemic negatively impacted the 

welfare needs of the internally displace persons in Lagos. This result is possible where 

government responsible for promoting the welfare of the displaced persons could not 

effectively stand up to their responsibility as a result of the need to care for those affected by 

the Covid-19 pandemic. This could also be due to change in government‘s budgetary plans 

owing to increase in spending and decrease in tax necessitated by the emergence of Covid-19 

pandemic. This result supported the earlier work of Enobong (2020) who observed that 

Covid-19 pandemic affected the welfare of the internally displaced persons in Lagos State. 

The result corroborated the submission of Tijjani and Ma (2020) that the pandemic did not 

only disrupt the large-scale humanitarian response of addressing the welfare of the displaced 

persons, but also set back already stressed human welfare efforts. 

 

The result of the study also revealed that there was no significant difference in the perceived 

impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the internally displace persons in Lagos 

based on gender. This means that there was unanimous perception about the impact of Covid-

19 pandemic on welfare needs of the internally displace persons. This result is possible where 

both male and female respondents have relatively the same perception about the impact of 

Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the internally displace persons. This result is in line 

with that of European Union (2020), Covid-19 affected the welfare of all the displaced 

persons in Nigeria, and that the displaced persons were indifferent as to the influence of the 

pandemic on their welfare. 

 

The result of this study revealed that there was no significant difference in officials and the 

displaced persons‘ perception about the impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of 

the internally displace persons in Lagos. This means that the officials in the internally 
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displaced camps and the displaced persons unanimous perceived that Covid-19 pandemic 

negatively impacted welfare needs of the internally displace persons in Lagos. This result is 

possible where both the officials in the internally displaced camps and the displaced persons 

have relatively the same perception about the impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs 

of the internally displace persons.  

 

Conclusion  

Based on the findings of the study, it was concluded that Covid-19 pandemic negatively 

impacted the welfare needs of the internally displace persons in Lagos State; and that the 

perception of the respondents about the impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the 

internally displace persons in Lagos State were independent of gender and status. The 

implication of this revelation is that the wellbeing of the internally displaced persons was not 

given adequate attention during the Covid-19 pandemic era in Lagos State.  

 

Recommendations 

 Based on the findings and conclusion of the study, it is recommended that: 

1. Concerned government and Non-governmental agencies should be made to be aware 

of the perceived impact of Covid-19 pandemic on welfare needs of the internally 

displace persons and the need to take steps necessary for cushioning the impact of the 

pandemic on the displaced.  

2. Concerned agencies and individual philanthropist should be encouraged to provide 

basic amenities in the displaced camps so as to promote the welfare of the displaced 

persons.   
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